
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        

December’s Message from Mr. Buhler 
 
LES Families: 
 
Luling Elementary goes above and BEyond!                      
December is officially here!  Our first half of the school year has been one of 
blessings even amidst the challenges of a global pandemic.  We have been 
able to restart many of our clubs for students supported by our faculty and staff, 
during and after school tutoring programs, and extensive technology upgrades 
including two more smartboards, and every child in every grade has a 
Chromebook.    We thank our entire LES family for your continued support.  In 
addition to the hard work students put in each day here at school, please 
continue to support your child’s academic progress at home each evening by 
ensuring that homework is completed daily, and that skills are practiced and 
reinforced each evening and during weekends.   
Thank you for all of your donations and support of various fundraisers that have 
taken place throughout the year such as the dress down days that support 
many organizations, as well as sending your child with money to purchase 
snacks that support our student incentive program.  Early in 2021, we will have 
our annual World’s Finest Chocolate Fundraiser organized by our PTO.  This 
fundraiser is the main income for the many additional supports provided to our 
school community.   Our goal for profit this coming year for World’s Finest 
Chocolate is $15,000.  In January, the PTO will share the various incentives 
with the school community so we may reach our goal.  All of the PTO funds 
raised are directly put back into our school and provide experiences for our 
students, materials and activities for student appreciation week, materials and 
supplies used by students throughout the school, and even classroom smart 
boards.   
Let us close 2020 with a focus on our Core Business, which is “Teaching and 
Learning”.  Teachers will continue to have engaging lessons for students and 
our students will continue to focus on maximizing their learning.  Please 
continue to support our LES family as we make our school the best learning 
environment for students.  In January, we will welcome back to campus more 
than one-hundred students who were eLearners for the first half of the school 
year.  Also in January, we will have Parent-Teacher conferences in which we 
will use signupgenius.com to set the appointments.  Please look for information 
when we return from the holidays. 
I want to wish you, your family, and friends a very Happy Holiday season and 
Happy New Year.   
Remember, when we Expect More … we Achieve More.  Thank you for your 
continued support.   
Sam Buhler    
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ANYONE picking up your child from school  
 must be listed on your child’s 

emergency card and  
 must present photo identification 

to the school office specialist in the 
main office.  Otherwise, your child 
will not be released.   

 Photo identification will also be 
required at car riders if you do not 
have your placard. 

  In addition, only those on a child’s 
emergency card will be allowed to 
pick him/her up from car riders.   

 

If you are checking your child out from school, you must 
do so by 2:45 p.m. We will not take changes over the 
phone. Car rider or after care notes may be sent with 
your child to school.  You may also fax or email notes.  
Bus changes are not allowed. 
Fax-985-785-9933         
E-mailed-lulingcubs@stcharles.k12.la.us 
 

If you have not completed your child’s paperwork 
(emergency card or release forms) sent home on 
the first day of school, please do so as soon as 
possible. Remember, some of this can be 
completed online. 

 
 

    
   

 If you have not paid 
your child’s $20.00 
technology   fee or  
$8.00 supply fee, 
please send this in as 
soon as possible.  

 

Attendance Requirements: 
 

ELEMENTARY students shall be in 
attendance a minimum of 167 days a 
school year.  Students may only be 
absent 10 days.  ELEMENTARY 
students who accrue more than 10 
absences will NOT be eligible for 
promotion.  Extenuating 
circumstances may apply.  For more 
information, please refer to the 2020-
2021 Student Code of Conduct 

December 
Upcoming Events 

12/2       Snack Sale  

12/16         Snack Sale 

12/18         Early Dismissal 

11/21-31    Christmas Break 
Students return January 4, 2021 

REMINDERS 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
  



 
 
  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Literacy/Reading Recovery News  
  
 Are you reading with your child at home?  Reading with your 
child sets them up to be lifelong learners.  Enjoying books at 
home with your child is also a great way for both of you to wind 
down from a long day.  You can enjoy the message of the story 
as well as work on some early reading skills; such as using the 
pictures to talk about what's happening in the story and 
pointing to each word as you read.  You can also discuss the 
characters, setting and events.  Many of our students are 
receiving extra help in reading through our literacy and Reading 
Recovery programs.   We are enjoying many books with those 
students in our groups.  They are learning so much and they are 
becoming better readers and writers every day.  If your child 
participates in one of these programs, talk with them at home 
about the things they are learning at school.  Try to find some 
time each day to enjoy some books together.  Reading is a great 
adventure that you can go on with your child! 
 

 
 
 
 



ALL ABOUT Mindfulness 
Parents,  
For the month of December, here at LES, we will be learning about mindfulness to help promote happiness, 
attention, emotional control, and self-regulation.  Learning happens best when it is done both at school and at 
home.  Below are many ways that you can help your child continue to learn about the theme of mindfulness, 
through reading about it, talking about it, and practicing it! 

READ ABOUT IT! 
Here are some books to help you learn more about 
mindfulness: 

● Puppy Mind By Andrew Jordan Nance 
● Mindful Monkey, Happy Panda By Lauren 

Alderfer 
● Mind Bubbles By Heather Krantz 
● Breathe Like A Bear By Kira Willey 

PRACTICE IT! 
Go on a nature walk with your child! Spend time outside 
focusing on noticing what is out there. Pay attention to 
what you can see, smell, feel, taste and touch.  Encourage 
your child to try and notice new things that he/she has 
never noticed before.  Talk about how much more you can 
notice when you take the time to slow down and pay 
attention! 

TALK ABOUT IT! 
Here are some discussion points to help you talk about mindfulness with your child: 

● What do you think the word mindfulness means? 
● Is it easy for you to be in the present moment? Explain. 
● Why do you think it can be helpful to be in the present moment? 
● Do you like to sit in silence? Why or why not? 
● Do you notice your feelings before they get out of control? 
● Why do you think it can be helpful to notice your thoughts and feelings? 

 
Xylina Eyemaro, M.Ed, LPC 
School Counselor 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 
Hard work has been taking place in each and every Kindergarten class. In 

math, we have started Module 3 which is all about shapes. Students are 

learning to identify, describe, and sort shapes. In CKLA Skills, students are 

learning new sounds. Students practice how to blend and segment sounds to 

make words. These skills will help our students become wonderful readers and 

writers. In CKLA Knowledge, we have started Domain 3 which is all about 

fictional stories. After reading each story, students identify the characters, 

settings, and major events. Students also practice drawing, dictating, and 

writing to express their opinions and knowledge about the stories. 

 

                     



 
 
 
 
 
November sure flew by! We enjoyed getting to celebrate Thanksgiving. Students had time 
to share all the people they are thankful for and their holiday traditions. We also had a lot 
of practice with respect and kindness. Now onto the last month of 2020! Remember, as 

the content continues to gradually increase, please hold your child accountable by having 
them complete homework and put forth their best effort! Here are some pictures of our 

Thanksgiving fun! Read below to see what we are learning this month! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In December students will finish Skills 3, Fables, where we were immersed in tales that 
taught us a lesson and often had talking animals as characters. Students also are getting in 
the routine of weekly spelling tests. Make sure to support them by practicing every night! In 
writing, we are working hard to remember all the parts of a complete sentence. Be sure to 

help your first grader at home by reminding them to start each sentence with a capital letter 
and end with the correct punctuation. This can be tricky for them now that we are writing 

more. In math, we are wrapping up Module 2, which helped students learn many strategies 
for addition and subtraction related to place value. We also learned more about tens and 

ones, which is a big topic throughout the rest of first grade. Be sure to utilize the Homework 
Helper included in the homework booklet to help your child at home in math. In CK 

Knowledge, we will wrap up our learning about the Early American Civilizations. Let’s finish 
the first half of 1st grade strong! 

 



We rock, we roll, and Second grade is in 
Control! Say it LOUD! Say it PROUD! 

Second Grade is the place to be!  
 

Our students are indulging in a powerful curriculum  
that will send your brain in a frenzy. 

 
In math, we are stepping up our number sense and using place value models to add 
and subtract numbers within 1,000. Our second graders math language is 
increasing as they use terms such as compose, bundle, and algorithm. Do you know 
how many ones are in a ten? If you said 10, you are correct!  
 
In reading, also known as CK Skills, we are learning the spellings of long vowel 
sounds. What vowel sound does the /oa/ spelling make? Did you know that the 
spelling of the long o sound is tricky? Well it is! Students are learning to become 
excellent readers and decoders by trying both sounds taught for the spellings in 
words they read to make sure what they say makes sense. Currently, we are 
reading Kids Excel a realistic fiction unit based on how kids excel at sports and 
academics. Students are using that information to discuss how characters 
respond, and ask and answer questions about what they read. 
 
In Knowledge, we are celebrating our freedoms as we learn about the War of 
1812. Do you know why the United States wanted independence? Well, the King of 
Great Britain was controlling and greedy. Picture this: he gave the colonists 
permission to settle land in the Americas, but had the nerve to tax them and 
taxed their tea. Students are learning how the United States responded to the 
king’s actions and became independent, and also learning about the causes that led 
us to declare war in 1812. Are you on the edge of your seat? The students were. 
Continue to ask your child about their learning and you will be amazed at what 
they know.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
LES students have been learning how to write a CER constructive response across all 
subject areas.  The chart above illustrates exactly what this means.  The C stands for 
“claim”.  This is the answer to the question that is being asked.  This is the first 
sentence of a paragraph.  The claim can also be known as an opinion, theory, or main idea.  
The E stands for “evidence”.  Evidence is the reason you said what you said in your claim.  
Evidence is always based on a source, but the sources can vary.  A source can be a text, 
picture, graph, chart, or even data that was collected.  The R stands for “reasoning”.  
The reasoning is an explanation that is written in the writer’s own words.  It further 
explains their thinking for choosing the supporting evidence.   
You can learn more about a CER response by clicking on this link:  
https://youtu.be/YuR33oY9hX0 .  
Keep reading for a fun example that showcases our third graders!   

 
 



Fantastic Fun in Fourth! 
 
The fourth graders are working towards mastery in all of their core subjects. They have concluded their first 
nine weeks and are eager to continue their successes into the second nine weeks. 
 
English Language Arts and Social Studies:  
We have concluded our first guidebooks unit, The Whipping Boy. It was an enjoyable unit filled with fun, 
adventure, and friendship. Our second guidebooks unit, The American Revolution is beginning. We will also 
learn about the American Revolution in Social Studies. We are hosting productive discussions and learning to 
debate various sides of an issue. They really have some strong opinions! Our fourth grade tiger cubs are excited 
to learn about the Declaration of Independence. They are fascinated by the varying opinions of the loyalists and 
patriots. Students will be tasked with picking a party and defending their reasoning in a respectful debate.  
 
Math: 
Our magnificent mathematicians have been performing division operations over the last month. Students have 
been introduced to a variety of new math vocabulary including factors, multiples, prime factorization, and 
composite numbers. Tiger Cubs are moving towards dividing multiples of up to 1000 and will soon begin multi 
digit multiplication focusing on 2 digit by 2 digit operations.  
 
Science: 
These energetic scholars have been enjoying a very hands-on unit with their science unit on energy. We kicked 
off this fun unit with the book The Boy Who Harnessed the Winds, a great read, enjoyed by our students. Energy 
can be transferred and transformed which students are seeing in various experiments including making 
windmills, watching energy transfer between moving balls, and creating light energy with wind energy.  
 
Lagniappe: 
The change in weather has expanded opportunities for our students to participate in more outdoor activities such 
as weekly outdoor lunches! Fourth graders are actively participating in various clubs throughout the school 
including chamber choir, Young Men of Luling, Beta, and the very active Running Club. Teachers are 
encouraging our students to “be” their best selves and follow our be 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5th grade December Newsletter 
Information 

 
ELA- In the month of December, our literary and informational analyzers will continue in our second unit: The 
Birchbark House. Students will study Christopher Columbus’ arrival to the New World through an examination 
of a firsthand account by Columbus which provides information about his view of the Natives, readings in 
Pedro’s Journal, and a breakdown of the poem, “Columbus” by Joaquin Miller. As we continue reading The 
Birchbark House, we will analyze figurative and contrasting language in order to notice shifts in characters’ 
feelings. We learn how Native American men felt about European men and how important communication was 
between Natives and Europeans. We will also discuss recurring topics to work towards noticing present themes 
in this main unit text.  
Math-The 5th Grade mathematicians have concluded their study of multiplying and dividing with multi-digit 
numbers. During the month of December, they will enter into the exciting world of fractions. Module #3’s unit 
focuses on the addition and subtraction of fractions. 5th graders will begin by using fractional models to 
visually add and subtract fractions. Following their mastery of using models to add and subtract fractions with 
unlike denominators, students will discover how to add and subtract fractions with unlike denominators 
numerically. Students will also predict the value of sums and differences by referring to benchmark fractions. 
Once the conceptual foundation is laid, students will apply their knowledge as they solve word problems 
involving adding and subtracting fractions. Students will take a test on Module 3 the first week back from 
Christmas break. 
 
Social Studies- Students will examine and research the first colonies in the New World to understand why 
colonists chose to immigrate and what colonists needed to have and do to successfully establish a permanent 
settlement/civilization. For example, they will examine the geography of North America and draw on their 
knowledge of the regions of the United States to understand how geography contributed to the success of the 
colonies. Students will also make connections between the available supply of resources in the New World and 
the scarcity and demand of those resources in Europe to understand how trade contributed to the success of 
early colonies in North America. 
 
Science- This month, our 5th grade student scientists will continue and conclude their Module 2 of their PhD 
Science’s unit on ecosystems as they investigate their phenomenon question, “How can a tree support so much 
life?” Science discussions will center on matter cycling among organisms and the environment, how animals 
receive matter and store energy, and how plants harness energy from the sun.  They will continue to examine 
the relationships within ecosystems between plants, animals, and decomposers as well as explore how to 
maintain balance within an ecosystem. 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Band News 
Finally! It seems like it has been forever, but the LES Band is finally up and 
running! It has been challenging this year adhering to the CDC guidelines on 
social distancing and wearing masks. Currently we have the maximum 
number of band students allowed in the space we have in the band room. As 
of now, we can only accommodate band for 4th grade. Hopefully, that will 
change soon so we can offer band to 3rd and 5th grade as well as 4th grade. 
Information on 3rd and 5th grade band will be forth coming in the future. This 
will take place after the Christmas holidays. 
Unfortunately, since band started so late in the year we will not be 
performing a Christmas program. However, as of now, all other scheduled 
performances are still on the calendar. This includes SCP Honor Band, Black 
history program, Mardi Gras, Spring Concert, and possibly a festival 
competition.  
If your child is in band, please encourage them to practice daily, as this will 
ensure their success. I am looking forward to having you see and enjoy your 
child performing in the very near future. See you then. 
Mr. A.J. Pittman 
Band Director 

 
  
 



Luling Elementary PTO will be selling Pencil 
Pouches this year.  The cost will be $4.00 
per pouch and can be paid by check or online 
at the Paylink below. 
https://osp.osmsinc.com/StCharlesParish/ 

 
 


